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KKM mlai promem R&D tlngkat ubat tempatan

SEREMBAN Kementerian
Kesihatan Malaysia (KKM) se-

dang menilal untuk mempro-

maslkan penyeﬂdthan dan pem-

bangunan  (R&D) bagi, |
meningkatkan psngeluaran, :

ubat-ubatan te
Menterinya, Dr Zaliha
Mustaffa berkata, langkah itu

sebagai salshsammahaﬁgag i

mengural
kepada ubal-
“Saya setuju dengan

untuk ‘beriwlabol‘&sl
Kementerian Sains, Tekn % -

dan Inovasi serta agensi lain
untuk menghasilkan inovasi ba-
haru rawatan masa kini,”
katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian
kepada pemberita selepas majlis
pelancaran Seremban Diabetes
(SeDia) Cohort KKM-
International Medical University

(IMU) Kuala[.umpurmslnt pada
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rajaan bagi kesihatan dan kanak
-kanak -mengemukakan
permohonan kebenaran bagi
memulakan prosiding semakan
kehakiman untuk mencabar ke-
putusan Menteri Kesihatan me-
ngeluarkan nikotin daripada

senaral bahan terkawal di bawah
Akta Racun 1952, ;
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HE Health

denied allegations tha;.

removing nicotine from
the Poisons ‘Act 1952 is

akin to gambling with the health

of children.
Minister Dr Zaliha Mustafla said
the safety of chﬂdren was the
ministry’s
She, howeve:
orate, saying it was-a court case
after non-gover organi-

nmenhl 128
sations (NGOs) filed a judiciary

review against the move.

“The case (the removing of

nicotine from the Poisons list) is
now in court. I do not wish to be

prejudicial, so we’ll have to wait e

and see what the outcome is.
“"Whatever it is, the ministry’s
priority is the health andsafemof
children.
It cloes nutmeanthatbyre-
moving nicotine, we are saymg

deélinedtoélaﬁ- N

: NEW SUNDAY TIMES

nicotine isno longer apoison aml
that we are neglecting the health
-of our children.”
She said this after officiating at
the launch of the Seremban Di-
abetes' (SeDla) Cohort here ves-

terday.
Drzalihawascommenﬁngon

the ministry’s move to remove

nmaﬂneﬁambeingdassiﬁedas

; o,ﬂiaaﬁng ar the Iaunch of the

a. poisuu under the Poisons Act
*1952. The move was critlclsed by

NGOs.
Health experts’ fide called on
the government to withdraw the

move to exempt liquid nicotine . fy
Poisons

forvape devices from the

Act 1952 in the interest of chil-  cc
drenssafetymdtharoﬂhe next

generation.

‘Buang urged the government to

09 JULAI 2023

Malays:an Pharmacists Society
president Professor Amrahi

reiectthe

oposal to exempt lig-
ine and nicotine gel
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Priority to
upgrade
health clinics
and schools

and dilapidated schools to

improve the quality of education

and health facilities in the coun-
. Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim said
the government would focus on
overcoming issues related to
health facilities and dilapidated
schools nationwide to ensure the

_well-being of the people, as well
as fulfil the need for quality edu-
cation and healthcare.

“This year alone, the govern-
ment has allocated Rﬂlﬂ.fibil ;:
repair damaged roofs in schools,
toilets and walls. §

'“The Public Works Department
will do their and the district
education offices will do their
part ... but don’t tell me toilets in
all affected schools cannot he
repaired, including in Kedah.

“In the Kubang Pasu district, if
there are school toilets that have
nat heen upgraded or need more

. allocation, orm the district
office and the district office will
coggcg::é. 455

. 1ere’s) not enough alloca-
tion, we will add and solve the
issue (of school toilets),” he said in
his speech during a meet-and-
ggt:sess;on with the people of -

ubang Pasu at the site of a new
mosque in Changlun here yester-
day, Bernama reported.

Anwar said for Kedah, the gov-
ernment had set aside RM10.1mil
to repair or djupﬁrade 40 health
clinics and six dilapidated schools.
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‘Don’t buy these medical devices’

MDA: 200 unregistered products are being openly sold in the market”

By RAGANANTHINI
VETHASALAM
raga@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: Long after the

Covid-19 threat has been con-
tained, unregistered medical
devices such as facemasks, test
kits, examination gloves and oxi-
meters continue to be openly sold
in the market. -

Also found sold inthe market —
both at wallk-in shops as well as
online platforms - are digital
infrared thermometers, plano
(coloured contact lenses),. con-
doms, first-aid kits and blood lan-
cets.

The Health Ministry’s Medical
Device Authority (MDA) has
found some 200 unregistered
medical devices inrecent raids.

MDA says there will be more

raids coming up.

As of June, the MDA has already
conducted three raids on the dis-
tribution of unregistered medical
devices.

“All cases will be charged in
court, possibly by this year,” the
MDA noted in a statement to The
Star, :

According to the statement,
devices such as ankle support,

compression socks and kinesiolo-
gy tape were also being sold to
unsuspecting consumers.

“Most of these items have heen
imported from countries such as
China, Thailand, Korea. These
items are distributed by the local
suppliers and some of the devices
were imported directly by the
users who purchase the medical
devices via online platforms,” the
MDA said.

The Medical Device Actrequires
all such items to be registered
with the MDA hefore they
are placed on the market,
and establishments such as
manufacturers, authorised repre-
sentatives, distributors and
exporters are required to be
licensed.

All medical devices will also be
subjected to assessment by a con-

formity assessment body to.
ensure they meet the essential ®

requirements prior to registra-
tion. .
Those wha are found to have
breached the laws will be subject-
ed to warnings, suspension of
their licences,  seizure of the
unregistered devices or even
charges under the law.
Concurring with the MDA,

Assaciation of Malaysian Medical -

Industries (AMMI) executive
director Ching Choon Siong said
unregistered and counterfeit

medical devices were heing wide-
ly sold via social dia and
e-commerce platforms.

“The most common items are
contact lenses, N95 respirators,
surgical masks, Covid-19 test kits
and other In-vitro diagnostic
(IVD) test kits,” he said. |

These devices could be import-
ed via false declaration, he added.

“The sale of unregistered and
counterfeit medical devices cre-
ates confusion and is dangerous
to the public with its low quality,
ineffectiveness, and unsafe track
record,” he said. i

To protect public health and
safety, AMMI members and
industry players area working
closely with MDA to ensure
medical devices sold in Malaysia
are of high quality, effective and
saf; to use by the public, Ching
said. f

On June 13, the-MDA raided a
company in Batu Pahat, Johor, for
selling unregistered medical
devices to pharmacies and pri-
vate clinics, Items worth more
than RM300,000 were seized

What can consumers do

to avoid buying unregistered \

medical devices?

B Check the authenticity of the
medical devices you want to buy by
looking for the registration

number of the product
on the item. -

& Consumers can

g ® For registered medical devices,

| the registeration number should
start with MDA followed by a serial
number.

also do a Registered
Medical Device
Search at 7 ¢
https:/mdar.mda.gov = Av?'d buying
my/froniend/web/ Unveptied -
index.php?r=carian medical devices

from online

sellers or social

| media platforms. If you have to.buy
. : please ask the seller for proof of
TaStargraphics | registration of products. *
in the raid. pressure monitoring devices and

Earlier in March, another com-  nine units of infrared thermome-

pany in Puchong, Selangor, was
raided, with 1,285 units of blood

ters worth RM111,233 heing
seized.

Unverified medioal;devicés,' me;dicines sold online

PETALING JAYA: Unregulated
and unregistered medical devices
and medicines are easily availa-
ble to customers at their finger-
tips.

The Star’s check of ecommerce
platforms found that blood lan-
cets and ' contact lenses, for
instance, were being sold openly,
with some sellers indicating that
the items were not registered
with the Health Ministry's Medical
Device Authority.

Medicines must be registered
and approved for sale or use by
the Drug Control Authority.

Authorised drugs will have a
registration number which starts
with MAL, printed on the label or
package, but The Star found mife-
pristone or ahortion pills being

sold on ecommerce platforms,
and these were being shipped
directly from countries such as
Vietnam.

Pills marketed as period regula-
tion and breast enhancement tab-
lets are being sold without their
trade names, making it difficult-
for consumers to know their
source. o

Based on the customers’ feed-
bacl segment, Mucolytics, which
are drugs used for mucus thin-
ning, clearing airways and treat-
ing chronic lung and breathing
conditions, were also being sold -
and in bulk. .

Expressing concern over the
availability of such illicit medica-
tions online, Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia public

health specialist Prof Dr -Sharifa
Ezat Wan Puteh said some of
these medicines were being mar-

keted as “supplements,” not

“There are a lot of medical
devices that are unregistered,”
she said. “But what is scary are
the unregistered medicines. And
these are often marketed as being
useful for supplementary treat-
ment.” T
ol tins hans] aaid E

y buying them, said P
Sharifa Ezat, hecause these cost a
lot less online than at authorised
pharmacies. ;

She also said the efficacy” of
such drugs could not be ascer-
tained, adding that they could
potentially come with.a string of

health hazards.

“In addition, some online sell-
ers are also not licensed to dis-
pense medicines.

“By right, we should not be buy-
ing medicines through these illicit
sellers or vendors. It can actually
have animpact on you. There can
e side effects. :

“It can damage your body and
your system. That means your
kidney, your liver or you can get
poisoned by it. There are a lot of
heavy metals (present in these
medicines),” she said, adding that
enforcement should be stepped
up to clamp down on the sale of
such items, especially via online
sites. ok

Prof Sharifa Ezat said some
unscrupulous sellers marketed

their products with lofty claims
on their effects, adding that when
such drugs are not prescribed by
licensed medical practitioners,
consumers consume these medi-
cines at their own risk.

“Demand for unregistered
drugs has grown after Covid-19

. due to rising costs. ;i

“The government needs to
ensure that drugs are available at
relatively cheap and accessible
prices.

“Some could be made to be
hought over the counter so people
can access them easily,” she said.

“Pharmacists should also be
available at clinics or community
centres after working hours to
increase access to safe medica-
tion.”

Using datainthe
war against diabetes

SEREMBAN: Billions of ringgit
are being spent yearly on diabe-
tes, a disease that currently afflicts
an estimated 3.9 million adults in
the country, according to the
Health Ministry.

The government has to spend
RM4.9bil a year to deal with prob-
lems related to diabetes, which is
worrying, said Health Minister Dr
Zaliha Mustafa.

She said the 2019 National
Health and Morbidity Survey
found that the prevalence of dia-
betes among adults aged 18 and
above showed an inerease from
11.2% in 2011 to 13.4% in 2015
and then rose to 18.3% in 2019.

Therefore, she said that contin-
uous efforts involving all relevant
parties are crucial in efforts ta
combat the disease, including
through the organisation of the
SeDia Cohort, which is the collec-
tion of long-term data to under-
stand the complex interaction
between lifestyle, environment,
genetics and  socioeconomic
development.

She said this to reporters after
officiating the Seremban Diabetes
Cohort (SeDia) programme, a col-
lahoration hetween the ministry
and the Imternational Medical
University, whichiis the firstlarge-

. scale cohort study focusing on

diabetes patients, here yesterday,

as reported by Bernama.
Meanwhile, Dr Zaliha said her

ministry is reviewing efforts to

promote research and develop-
ment to increase the production

of  medicines in the
country, including by involving

- Ear to the
~ ground: Dr

! Zaliha (right)
speaking to
pharmacist
Mohd
Khairuzzaman
1 Mohd Latif at the
' Diabetes Cohort
| programme. —
y Bernama

various ministries.

“This will enable reduced
dependence on imported medi-
cines,” she said.
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‘Only 24.6% of Pahang residents visited govt dentists’

KUANTAN: The rate of usage of*
government dental facilities by
Pahang residents is still low, says
state health director Datuk Dr Nor
Azimi Yunus,

She said that statistics in 2022
showed that only 24.6%, or one in

four, residents used dental health
services provided throughout the
et

“We are urging people to be
more aware of the need to main-
tain dental hygiene and have a

check-up - at least once a year, on

their birthdays.

“Remember your hlrﬂlday ;
remember a visit to the dentist,

because prevention and early
treatment can prevent serious

dental problems,” she told report-

ers after officiating the state-level

Dental Health ?romoﬁm\ Week
here yesterday.

* Dr Nor Azimi said there are 73
primary dental health facilities
that provide basic dental treat-
ment in Pahang, with 64 operat-

ing daily, Bernama reported.



